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strictness but in friendship, and to set forth to them the very
truth and so to explain the reason of what has been done, that
after being instructed in the truth in order to refell the calumnies
of others, they shall find no ground of offence in what has been
honestly and rightly done.

We send you, therefore, a copy of the said statute, that you
may understand all the circumstances of the case: we send it to
you, let it be understood, for your own use, not that it shall be
communicated to others. For we neither do permit, nor will we
permit that it should be communicated to others, until a case
shall occur where it may take effect. For as you will easily
perceive, it is so framed that the Pope and Cardinals who wish
us well, and who in justice and truth wish to favour us, ought
to rejoice at it, and equally be grieved and saddened if without
cause they go about to endamage us.

A benefit deserves thanks, an injury retaliation: and although
for Christian charity we abhor retaliation in ill-doing, neverthe-
less we are not so encompassed in an inordinate patience that
while we are bearing with equanimity the harms inflicted by
others we are doing nothing to cast off those which we have
incurred gratuitously of our own will and accord : of which sort
is the payment made from Annates, wantonly taken upon our-
selves in the deepest darkness of ignorance. Wherefore taking
note of the changes in the disposition of Pope and Cardinals,
who measure all things by their own advantage and are driven
to the same end by varying passions, so that at one time they are
moved by love and prayers, grace and favour; at another, on
the contrary, by fear and threats to do their duty and note what
should be done: your labour, dexterity and prudence will most
especially find scope in interpreting to them the force and effect
of this statute, and the gain and loss it may bring to the Curia.
To the end that if in the Pope or in the Cardinals you shall see
any inclination at work in favour of us and our cause, and it
seems expedient that their goodwill should not be broken by
lack of hope or by fear, and you note that already the Pope or
Cardinals are beginning to complain and expostulate because the
question of Annates has been brought under public discussion,
you shall reply with the truth, that discussion is free in our